Ex-day-care operator faces 
murder, cruelty charges 


By Frank Wootten 

Tribune Staff Writer 

MARTINEZ — The former op¬ 
erator of a Clayton day-care cen¬ 
ter was arrested Monday on 21 
criminal charges including the 
murder of an 11-month-old boy 
left in her care. 

The other chairges^i^^ed by_E^ 
eanor “Lori’\ Nathan iiwolve^ 
willful cruenyHrr-20^ther chil¬ 
dren left in her care. 

She is held in the county jail 
here on a warrant that makes no 
provision for release on bail. 

The day-care center was shut 
down by the state in September 
because it did not have a license. 

It first came to the attention 
of authorities when Matthew 
Cromwell, the son of a Concord 
policeman living in Pittsburg, 
died March 18 from what was 
determined to be a blow to his 
stomach. 

His parents noticed something 
was wrong with the child when 
they picked him up at the day 
care center. 


Then reports of unexplained 
injuries to children came from 
other parents, and eventually the 
list grew to more than 20. 

There was a common factor in 
all cases — all of the injured 
children had been left at Na¬ 
than’s day-care center. 

There were reports that at 
least one child was hospitalized 
and that two others received psy¬ 
chiatric counseling. When asked 
about this Monday, Sheriff’s Sgt. 
James Robinson refused com¬ 
ment, explaining that if the case 
is tried in the press it might be 
necessary to move the trial to 
another county. 

The district attorney’s office 
issued a statement explaining 
that the victims ranged in age 
from 11 months to seven years 
and that they suffered various 
traumatic injuries including 
choking and blows to their 
bodies. Earlier in the investiga¬ 
tion, officers said the injuries in¬ 
cluded bruises to abdomens and 
eyes, smashed lips and marks on 


necks. 

Questioned by a reporter in 
September, Nathan refused to 
discuss the case other than to 
say, “Of course, I deny all alle¬ 
gations.” 

Pittsburg police opened the in¬ 
vestigation into the Cromwell 
child’s death but were unable to 
determine where or when the in¬ 
jury occurred. 

As more injuries were noticed 
by other parents, the sheriff’s of¬ 
fice and the Concord police 
joined the investigation. 

Nathan was arrested by sher¬ 
iff’s officers and Hayward police 
Monday afternoon at a food 
processing plant in Hayward 
where she worked. 






Injuries among 

By Steve Lopez ■ ^ 

Tribune staff Writer " !98r 

CLAYTON — Contra Costa County Sheriff’s 
deputies are investigating a series of unexplained 
injuries and one death among pre-school children, 
some of them not yet a year old, who attended a 
day care center here. -- 

The center, run bv Lori r^atha^ was unli¬ 
censed and last week forced by the state to close. 

Investigators say they already have studied 
10 to 15 cases of injuries to children who attended 
the center. Sheriff’s Lt. James Robinson said the 
injuries include bruises to abdomens and eyes, 
smashed lips and marks on childrens’ necks. 

Robinson stressed that no criminal charges 
have been filed against Nathan, 35, who has op¬ 
erated the business out of her home for the past 
two years, caring for dozens of children. 

But he said police have received more than 


childreii at pre-school probed 


25 reports from parents 
children. 

“Of course, I deny 


about possible injuries to 

all allegations,” Nathan 
said in a telephone interview Tuesday. She re¬ 
fused to discuss the cas^ further on the advice of 
her attorney. 

Nathan’s business first came to the attention 


of authorities in March 
thew Cromwell, the son 


It is uncertain ho 
injury, but his parenU 


The Cromwells live 


the death to the attentiom of authorities there. 


“We’ve been looking ; 


after 11-month-old Mat- 
of a Concord policeman, 


died from what the Alaiaeda County coroner said 
was a blow to his abdoipien. 


n the boy received the 
said they first noticed 


problems shortly after picking him up from Na¬ 
than’s child care center 


in Pittsburg and brought 


into the case, but we ran 


into dead ends,” said Vmce DiMaggio, Pittsburg 


police spokesman. “Our problem was that we 
couldn’t determine exactly when the injuries oc¬ 
curred and where they occurred.” 

He said the case will be discussed with sher¬ 
iff’s investigators now that they are working on 
similar incidents. 

He said sheriff’s investigators first became 
involved early this month after an injured child 
was brought to Kaiser Hospital in Walnut Creek. 

“A deputy was called to Kaiser and it looked 
like the baby’s injuries could not be accidental,” 
he said. “We referred the case to Protective 
Services, which saw some similarities to prior 
cases. The children li^d all been at the same child 
care center.” \ 

At roughly the s^e time, Robinson said, 
several parents became\uspicious of injuries to 

See^JURIES, Page C-2 







Day care operator held 
in abuse of children 

By Steve Lopez 

Tribune Staff Writer 

- including police reports and medical 
u/ac ^ Nathan’s unlicensed day care home 

was a virtual chambe«;of horrors for children oLcSe 

r. !i pnfi^ was regiment^swift. sometimes brutal, and of¬ 
ten enforced by mtimidatioli. 

'The documents — and accounts.of parents — indicate 
the children were punched, kicked,/ choked poked in the 
eyes, slapped, sat on, shut in unlit Lms for long pSods 

_ See ABUSE, Page A-2 








forced to stayv^utdoors in cold 
and rainy weather, denied food 
and water, not allowed to speak, 
not allowed to use the bathroom, 
and were severely punished for 
breaking the rules or telling 
their parents of the treatment. 

One summary report by Sgt. 
Arl Snell of the Contra Costa 
sheriff’s office lists the names of 
39 children between 11 months 
and 7 years old who were either 
abused or witnessed abuse be¬ 
tween 1979 and September 1981. 

Six children were hospitalized 
as-d result of their injuries and 
11-month-old Matthew Cromewll 
of Pittsburg, the son of a Con¬ 
cord policeman, died March 18 
from a blow to his abdomen. The 
death occurred after his parents 
picked him up at Nathan’s, no¬ 
ticed problems and rushed him 
to a hospital. 

The most common injuries 
among children were split and 
swollen lips and bruises and red 
marks that doctors said were 
consistent with choking. 

The most serious injuries in¬ 
cluded “massive trauma to the 
stomach and inter-cerebral hem¬ 
orrhage,” according to Snell’s re¬ 
port. 

Some children have shown 
signs of speech impediments, 
slow development and under¬ 



nourishment. Many suffer from 
nightmares which are vivid 
memories of their ordeals. 

A major concern of parents is 
the possibility of long-term p.sy- 
chological effects on the chil¬ 
dren. Betty Schaat, whose 2- 
year-old son was hospitalized 
Aug. 31 in a case that prompted 
the full-scale investigation, said 
most of the children and their 
families are now seeing psychia¬ 
trists or psychologists. 

“Some of the younger children 
who were there for a short time 
might not have serious prob¬ 
lems,” Schaat said. “But those 


blue he opened up.” 

Asked if she had an opinion as 
to why the older children did not 
communicate the problems to 
their parents, Schaat said: 

“They were literally too terri¬ 
fied. They might cry as you 
drove them to the house, but 
they'd tell themselves, ’’I’m a big 
boy,” and go in again. 

“They’d always be greeted at 
the door by a sweet word, a 
smile, a hug and a kiss (from 
Nathan). But one girl told her 
mother, ‘She (Nathan) seems 
nice, but when she closes the 
^door she becomes a witch.’ 


uiuae^cjoor sne oecomes a witch. 

'» i"ve»nga.or. .ho 


months or years, I don't know. 
Nobody does.” 

Jan Scheib’s 4 V 2 -year-old son 
was at Nathan’s house 11 hours a 
day for about two years. Scheib, 
of Concord, said her family is 
carefully and sensitively han¬ 
dling the chore of helping the 
child be open about his ordeal, 
rather than hiding it and allow¬ 
ing emotional problems to fester. 

“These kids went through a 
very traumatic experience and 
we’re particularly concerned 
about our child because of the 
length of time he was there,” 
said Scheib, whose family has 
had one visit with a psychiatrist. 

“But he’s coming along nicely. 
He wouldn't discuss it for two or 
three weeks and then out of the 


ffave spent countless hours on tlie 
case and have interviewed Na¬ 
than, the woman and the case 
remain enigmatic. 

In most respects, Nathan 
seems to represent as normal a 
slice of middle-class suburbia as 
there could possibly be. 

She lives in comfort with her 
husband, Maynard, and a 9-year- 
old daughter. In a telephone in¬ 
terview in September, she exud¬ 
ed warmth and spoke in a tone 
totally free of concern about the 
allegations against her. 

“Of course. I deny all allega¬ 
tions,’ she said at the time. 

Deputy District Attorney Joe 
Campbell, who filed the charges 
against Nathan in court Monday, 
said she has offered explanations 
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the 20 cases that resulted in 
charges of willful cruelty - was 
the beginning of the end of Na¬ 
than’s day care operation. 

Schaat’s 11 -year-old son no¬ 
ticed bruises on his little brother 
after escorting him home from 
Nathan’s and alerted his mother, 
who took the child to Kaiser Per- 
manente Hospital in Walnut 
Creek.. 

A doctor observed red spots on 
the child’s face, eyelids and eare. 

He said they could only be 
caused by the constricting of 
blood vessels in his neck, which 
would cause the rupture of capil- 
~ laries in his head. 

choking, he called the sheriff s 
office, which investigated the 
matter and turned information 
over to the Protective Services 
division of the county Social 
Service Department. An employ¬ 
ee there noticed similarities in 
the Schaat case and others, and 
alerted the sheriff’s office once 
again. 

At roughly the same time, par¬ 
ents started making unsolicited 
calls to investigators. 

Pittsburg police, who earlier 
had suspected Nathan of possible 
involvement in the Cromwell 
boy’s death, reopened their in- 
vestigation and corroborated in- 
formation with evidence from 
other agencies, getting 
new material to piece together a 
formal charge of mffdeE.— 

_ ^cordTrtg to synopsis 

Nathan has been in the child 
care business nine years, o^rat- 
ing initially in South San Fran¬ 
cisco. She had a day care license 
but lost it in 1975 when a series 
of injuries in her residence were 
investigated by San Mateo Coun¬ 
ty officials. . 

■ She moved to Concord in 1976 
and Clayton about 1977. 

District Attorney O’Malley has 
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of 


alleged child abuses 

<;nTnPthinff to eat. USUa 


By Steve Lopez 

Tribune Staff Writer 

MARTINEZ — In a graphic, 
bluntly worded 1 Vz-page report, 
the nuts and bolts of a two- 
month investigation into alleged 
chil4~^buse by Ele anor **LQ ri'' 
Natham of Clayton is neatly laid 
^ttt^ — ' 

Written by Sgt. A1 Snell of the 
Contra Costa County sheriff’s of¬ 
fice. the synposis reflects infor¬ 
mation gathered by Snell in doz¬ 
ens of interviews with the young 
victims, their parents and doc¬ 
tors. 

The report reads in part: 
“There seemed to be a pattern 
of how Laurie (Snell’s spelling) 
^ yerc ised control wer the_sbik. 
dren. Laurie Nathab choked the 
children and poked them in the 
eyes with her finger. She shook 
the babies and sometimes hung 
them upside down. Laurie also 
punched, hit, and kicked the chil¬ 
dren in their stomach area using 
hands and feet. She also hit and 
punched them in the facial area. 
She also kicked them in the back. 

“Nathan exercised control 
over the children by segregating 
them as to age. The babies had 
to sit in one spot quietly in a 
dark room all day long while the 
older children had to play out¬ 
side on the patio area, regardless 
of weather conditions, most of 
the day. 

“The babies were not fed and 
were not allowed to have any¬ 
thing to drink. They had to sit in 
one spot on the floor with their 
legs straight out. They could not 
talk, they could only whisper. A 
few of the older children got 


something to eat. usually a small 
lunch. Some of the other 4- and 
5-year-olds did not get anything 
to eat or drink all day. 

“Nathan would tell the chil¬ 
dren that they could not tell 
their parents about anything that 
Laurie did while caring for the 
children. They were only to talk 
about ... the children they 
played with. Laurie would punish 
children ... if the children’s 
mother mentioned to Laurie 
something her child told her they 
had seen ... at Laurie’s house. 
Laurie would punch the children 
and threatened to punch them 
more severely if they told their 
mothers anything . . 

With the exception of a cou- 
r»hlldren. th« rcwd. 
of the children had to go to the 
bathroom only at a designated 
time. They had to line up and 
they could not flush the toilet 
until the last person had used the 
bathroom. The girls had to sit on 
the porcelain toilet and were not 
allowed to use toilet paper. None 
of the children could have bowel 
movements. 

“As a result of the above con¬ 
ditions some of the children suf¬ 
fered massive trauma to the 
head and stomach, while others 
suffered only minor injuries. 
Some of the children showed 
signs of dehydration and other 
children’s growth slowed down 
while in Laurie’s care due to lack 
of nourishment. 

“Most of the children that had 
been in Laurie’s care for a long¬ 
time developed signs of becom¬ 
ing seriously withdrawn and oth¬ 
ers had speech impediments and 
learning problems. 










state was told 


31S31 


By Steve Lopez 

Tribune SfaH Writer i ■ 

MARTINEZ — A Concord woman 
said Wednesday that she tried to have 
the state close Eleanoj^'NatharT&^.unli- 
censed child-careT ffc n n y ^ -4i^, but 
the efforts were fruitless. 


Fran Brown, who supplied details 
of her efforts to Contra Costa County 
investigators, said she believes dozens 
of injuries and a death could have 
been prevented if the state had con¬ 
ducted a thorough investigation of 
Nathan’s operation. 

The story of Brown’s efforts.is 
filed with other documents in the 


of child abuse 

f 

thick Mt. Diablo Municipal Court 
packet on Nathan’s case. 

Brown, a teacher with 21 years’ 
experience who now works in the Mt. 
Diablo Unified School District, has a 
7-year-old child who was in Nathan’s 
care in 1976 and 1977. Court records 
indicate she stopped taking the child 
to Nathan because she became suspi¬ 
cious about ''|ier cn^ld’s complaints of 
neglect, andmf apparent discrepan¬ 
cies in Nathans comments' about her 
operation. \ J \ 7 

Deputy DisWct AMorney Joe 

See ABUSE, Page C-2 






Continued frotn Pa^ C-1 

Campbell said hte^offi^ hopes to 
look into Brown’s allegations. 

“I am horrified by this,” 
Brown said Wednesday. “I can’t 
tell you the number of tears I 
have shed grieving about this 
and praying for the children.” 

Nathan is in custody here, 
charged with the murder of 11- 
month-old Matthew Cromwell of 
Pittsburg, and 18 felony and two 
misdem eanor counts of willfully 
TTCriTty o„ {'^TTffrcrr 


Nathan has denied the allega¬ 
tions. 

She was arrested Monday af¬ 
ter a two-month investigation by 
three , police agencies. The inju¬ 
ries were suffered by children 
between 11 months and 7 years 
old who were in her care be¬ 
tween" 1979 and September of 
this year, when the state commu¬ 
nity care licensing agency or¬ 
dered her to close the business. 

Court documents paint a grim 
picture of the abuse, intimidation 
and tormenting of the children. 
They allegedly were denied food 
and drink on a routine basis, 
were placed in unlit rooms for 
long periods, denied bathroom 
privileges, choked and otherwise 
physically battered. 

Six were hospitalized and 
are now re ceiving psychi- 

ing long-term psychological 
damage. 

State officials contacted 
Wednesday said they have no di¬ 
rect knowledge of Brown’s ef¬ 
forts to have the state conduct 
an ihv^stigation of Nathan. Part 
of the problem, however, may be 
that in 1977 such matters were 
the jurisdiction of the state 
Health Department, and now 
they are the concern of the state 
Social Service Department. 

But Sharon Patrician, a state 
Social Service spokeswoman, 
said it is not uncommon for 
child-care facilities to operate 
without licenses. 

“Sure, they can operate with¬ 
out hs even knowing about it,” 
she said. “We only have so many 


evaluators to check these things. l 
There just aren’t enough to go s 
around. Unfortunately, we don’t f 
usually know about a place until 1 
something like this (Nathan’s 
case) happens.” 

But Brown said she called the V 
Berkeley office of the state ii 
Health Department once a week c< 
for six months. 

“I told them I had terrible 
concern, and I used the word 
negligence,” Brown said. “They 
told me there were ^thcr ^ [ 

piainfc” from people in the neigh- 
borhood.” 

At the time, Nathan lived on 
Rockne Drive in Concord and op¬ 
erated out of her home there. 

“They told me they had looked 
into it, and that Nathan and her 
husband even went to Berkeley 
to meet with them and apply for 
a license,” Brown said. 

“But they told me they 
couldn’t require them by law to 
get a license because they had 
less than six children in their 
care. I told them over and over 
that it was more like 12 to 15 
kids, but they didn’t believe me.” 

Asked why she didn’t contact 
police. Brown said she didn’t 
have any idea about the possibili¬ 
ty of abuse at the time, and was 
concerned only about the possi¬ 
bility of neglect. 

“Mayfag I did t he- m IWH l 

Dui T thought I was doing the 
right thing at the time. I thought 
the state of California would 
swoop in and close the place,” 
Brown said. 

It wasn’t until this summer 
that doctors, parents, investiga¬ 
tors and social workers pieced 
together evidence of alleged 
abuse and found a common 
thread — Nathan. 

“I can imagine people are 
reading these stories and won¬ 
dering how parents could be so 
dumb to not notice that their 
children are being abused, but 
we’re not a bunch of fools,” 
Brown asserted. 

“For one thing, it’s not so easy 
to get information from a 1- 
year-old. It sounds incredible, 
but (Nathan) was so warm, so 
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loving, so caring outwardly that 
she fooled everybody. She simply 
fooled parents, professionals, po¬ 
lice, everybody.*' 

Contra Costa officials said 
Wednesday it is unclear who will 
investigate Nathan’s possible 
connection to the 1973 death of a 

I 


0-month-old San Bruno child, 
’he boy, Gregory Alan Teasdale, 
;^as under the care of Nathan, 
/ho operated an in-home child- 
are service in South San Fran- 
isco at the time. 

Contra Costa District Attorney 
/illiam O’Malley said San Ma- 
50 County officials are uncer¬ 
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tain which agency should have 
jurisdiction in the matter, and 
also have expressed uncertainty 
about reopening the 8-year-old 
case since the cause of death was 
listed as a congenital abdominal 
disorder. 

But court records indicate that 
Margaret Teasdale said her son 


was fine on Nov. 29 when he 
went to Nathan’s, but com¬ 
plained of stomach pains when 
he was picked up. 

When his condition worsened 
the next day, his parents took 
him to Peninsula Hospital in 
Burlingame. He died 30 minutes 
after being admitted. 










‘She would kick me in the face’ 

( . 1*'.'tV’i - _on nYiCkVPf- 


MARTfNEl2{ — Jimmy was one of ^ 
(he, regulars at Eleanor JlLori'^ 
than^ child care home in Clayton. 

..Phr several hours a day, over a 
period of three or four years, Nathan 
v^as in charge of his welfare. 

Jimmy, now 6, is not believed to 
have suffered severe injuries while in 
the care of Nathan. But he said he 
witnessed counties^ cases of abuse 
so much that it seemed to him a 
routine part of child care. 

Jimmy, who lives in Concord, was 
interviewed recently by Sgt. A1 Snell 
of the Sheriff’s Office. Snell was in 
charge of the investigation that re- 


^ C-2 


suited in 20 criminal charges, includ¬ 
ing murder, against Nathan. ^ 

Printed below are some excerpts 
from the interview. All questions I i 
were asked by Snell and all answers 
provided by Jimmy: 

Q. What would happen if you 
wanted to sleep (at Nathan’s)? 

A. She would kick me in the face. 

Q. So if you sat down to rest and 
then you started ... to sleep, she 
kicked you in the face? 

A. Uh huh. 

Q. Did you (ever fe^t to eat any- 
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all? 
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A. Uh ukJ 

Q. Nothing at 
ever got a snack? 

Q Did any of the other kids 
get in trouble sometime if they 
did anything wrong? 

A. Uh huh, and she chokes us. 
Q. How would she do that. 

A (He squeezes his neck). 

Q. How many people did you 

A^’a lS,°Kerybody except not 

^‘’‘Ihe^^tays you down and 
pushes on your stomach real 


Uh huh. 



A. Uh huh. 

Q. What does she push on your 
stomach with? 

A. With her hands like that (he 
makes a fist). 

Q. What did she do to (a par¬ 
ticular child)? j„.„„ 

A. She hangs him upside down 
by liis feet and shakes hhn- 

Q, . .. Did you ever ask Laurie 

A. Uh huh, and she didn’t let us 

q! What happened if you need¬ 
ed to go to the bathroom? 

A .. . She’d make us stay out¬ 
side ... and then .. . when 1 was 
little ... we went to the bath¬ 


room in our punts. mnrnmv 
Q. Why dido t you tell mommy 

before? 

a wt°r"' y3°.”raid something 
would happen^ 

t «er4o““ 

'Laurie ^doesn’t let them 

q’^ What hipens if they go to 
Laurie kicks them in the 

O ■ So you Id ‘‘'f Hf 

rnmn when w! were a little boy 

legs out in I )nt of you on the 


floor? 

A. Uh huh ... and if we were 
little boys, we couldn’t fold our 
less. 

Q. Did you sit on anything on 
the floor? 

A. Uh huh. And then when we 
wet our pants we had to sit on 

our knees. ^ 

Q. When you’re sitting on the 

floor, you can’t move? 

A. Uh uh. Only when we are 

outside we can move. 

Q Did you say she makes you 
lie down' (if she catches you) 
standing up? 

A. She tells us to lay down and 
then she steps on our stomach. 
—Steve Lopez 



By Steve Lope2 

Tribune Staff Writer 

MARTINEZ — state officials 
ordered dav-care operat or Ele a^ 
nor Natha^ to get a license sev¬ 
eral' t^mes between 1977 and 
1979, but she continued operating 
until September of this year, ap¬ 
parently without further inter¬ 
ference from the state. 

Nathan now is charged with 
murdering an 11-month-old child 
and abusing 20 others who were 
in her care the last two years in 


her Clayton home. Investigative 
reports allege that she torment¬ 
ed children physically and men¬ 
tally. 

Documents obtained Thursday 
evening by the Oakland Tribune/ 
Eastbay TODAY show that the 
state knew Nathan was operat¬ 
ing illegally as late as February 
of 1979. 

The records, obtained from the 
state Social Service Department 
branch office in Emeryville, also 
show that the state received a 


State lapses found in 


day- care abuse case; 


1978 complaint about a 3-year- 
lold child in Nathan’s care com- 
Iplaining of chest pain to his 
toother, and a 1979 complaint 
hat 10 or 12 children were “run- 
ling loose” in front of Nathan’s 
lome, causing traffic problems. 

The same report has the fol- 
owing notation from a state em- 
iloyee: 

“A neighbor complained about 
his over a year ago, but nothing 
ame of it.” 

Thursday afternoon, Social 


Service spokesman Shawn Ortiz 
said the state ordered Nathan to — 
apply for a license in 1977, but 
then “lost contact with her.” . 

The records show that Nathan ! 
was providing day care out of 
her Concord home on Rockne , 
Drive during her initial contacts ^ 
with state officials. She later ^ 
moved to Clayton, where she had ^ 
up to 20 children in her care on ^ 
some days. I c 

See ABUSsHBack Page i 
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The records also show that Na¬ 
than on more than one dccasion 
delayed formall^/appiyihg for a 
license by telling state officials 
she would soon be moving and 
would apply after resettling. 

OA Nov. 10, 1978 report shows 
that state officials made an un¬ 
announced visit to Nathan’s Con¬ 
cord house that day. 


“Nathan was advised that car¬ 
ing for chilren without a license 
is a misdemeanor,” the report 
reads. “She promised to give up 
the child she was caring for ... 
However, the family is leaving 
They are moving to Brentwood 
in two weeks.” 


A followup visit was made by 


ing report was filed: .... x 

“She has complied with (her) 
promise (to give up ^ay care) 
Ld desires to apply for a l^ens® 
after she has moved to Brent- 

^°A'*Feb. 14. 1979 report classi¬ 
fied as a "special incident r^e- 
Dort” says Nathan was caring for 
10 or 12 children at that t^nie- 

A Feb. 21 report states that the 
Nathans planned to ntiove to 
Brentwood or C^yton and had 
sent in a new application for a 

The next report in the file is 
dated Sept. 23, 1981. On that day, 
Jhe community care licensing 
division - after being 
criminal investigation by Contra 
Costa police agencies - pre- 


bared^ order notifying Nathan 
ishe was providing day care m vi¬ 
olation of the law and demanded 
that she discontinue her business. 
The order was delivered the next 

‘*^Luis Butisa, regional director 
>f the Emeryville branch of tne 
itate Social Service Deparement, 
;aid he knows of no further re- 
)orts having been filed and does 
,ot know why the state did not 
jursue its efforts to see that Na- 
ihan become licensed. 

Ortiz also was unable toi an¬ 
swer that question. He said his 
ffice is having difficulty locat- 
ng records, and he is not sure 
my additional reports exist 
; He contended the alleged 
crimes would not necessarily 
Have been averted if Nathan had 


been licensed, although he ac¬ 
knowledged that 

tions of licensed facilities are 

""ortiz said he believes parente 
must bear the brunt of the re¬ 
sponsibility for their children s 

Pare^nts whose children were 
allegedly abused by Nathan said 
young children were unable to 
communicate 1® ° 2^ 

children were afraid to for fear 
of further abuse. They ulso said 
Nathan won parents confidence 
by displaying to them only 
warm, lovely personality. 

“If she and her purported Jek 
yll and'Hyde personality were 
Lccessful enough to convince 
narents she was providing quality 
?are to their children, our evalu¬ 


ators might have had the same 
problem,” Ortiz said. 

^ The alleged abuse came to the 
attention of authorities in late 
Aukist and September this year 
when doctors and a county Pro¬ 
tective Services worker noticed 
similarities in abuse cases. Thy 

contacted investigators, who be¬ 
gan putting evidence 
with the help of parents and chil 

'^'^Nathan, who denies all allega¬ 
tions is being held in County Jai 
in lieu of $250,000. She iaces one 
charge of murder, and 18 felony 
and two misdemeanor counts of 
willfully inflicting cruelty. 


Contributing to this story were 
Tribune reporters Paul Gra 
bowicz and Virgil Meibert 



1973 day-care death checked 


By Steve Lopez p i n 

Tribune Staff Writer ' V' '' Ibbl 

San Mateo County officials said Fri¬ 
day they will interview a doctor and a 
pathologist in connection with the 1973 
death of a boyjEh^had been in the care 
of-Eleanor ^athaji; a Clayton woman 
who been charged with murder and 
20 counts of child abuse in connection 
with her child care facility in Contra Cos¬ 
ta County. 

Nathan was charged Monday with 
murdering an 11-month-old Pittsburg boy 
and inflicting willful cruelty on 20 other 
children she provided daycare for be¬ 
tween 1979 and September of this year in 
her Clayton home. 

Court documents indicate children be¬ 
tween 11 months and 7 years old were 
kicked, punched, choked, denied food and 
water, shut in dark rooms and sometimes 
ordered to stay outdoors in inclement 
weather. Six children were hospitalized 
and many are now under psychiatric 
treatment. 

Nathan provided daycare in South San 
Francisco between 1973 and 1975, later 
moving to Concord and finally to Clay¬ 
ton. 

South San Francisco Police Capt. Jim 
Swinfard said the doctor and pathologist 
will be questioned sometime next week 
to help determine whether to conduct a 
full-scale investigation into the Nov. 30, 
1973 death of 20-month-old Gregory Alan 
Teasdale of San Bruno. 

The child complained of stomach 
pains after his mother picked him up at 
Nathan’s on Nov. 29. He died the next 
evening, a half hour after being admitted 
to Burlingame’s Peninsula Hospital. 

The child's death was listed by the 
attending physician as being caused by a 
congenital abdominal disorder. A pathol¬ 
ogist performed an autopsy that turned 


up no evidence to dispute the doctor’s 
finding. 

But in light of the recent charges 
against Nathan in Contra Costa County. 
San Mateo County officials decided to ex¬ 
plore the possibility of criminal involve¬ 
ment in the Teasdale child’s death. 

One thing interesting San Mateo 
County officials is the fact that the Pitts¬ 
burg boy died of an abdominal trauma 
somewhat similar to the disorder that 
killed the Teasdale child. 

Court records in Contra Costa County 
indicate that two other children who 
were cared for in Nathan’s South San 
Francisco home suffered injuries within 
two years of the Teasdale child’s death. 
One child twice underwent surgery for 
abdominal injuries and the other was 
hospitalized for an injury to her pancre¬ 
as. 

Swinfard said those cases will not be 
investigated because the statute of limi¬ 
tations on criminal liability has expired. 
He said police questioned Nathan and 
others about one of those injuries in 1975, 
but Nathan, the victim and another child 
said the victim had been struck with an 
iron bar by another child. 

The Teasdale death did not result in 
an investigation because of the doctor’s 
determination that it was not accidental. 
That case can still be reopened because 
there is no statute of limitations on mur¬ 
der. 

State Social Service Department offi¬ 
cial Luis Butisa said Friday he believes 
an overhaul of the state daycare licen¬ 
sing system may be necessary to prevent 
further cases of abuse. 

Butisa is regional manager of the 
Emeryville social service office, which 
regulates licensing in San Mateo, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco and Alameda coun¬ 
ties. 

It was his office that lost contact with 


Nathan in 1979, after two years of field¬ 
ing complaints about her daycare opera¬ 
tion and ordering her to get a license. 

‘Tn 1979 we told her to stop providing 
daycare without a license and she told us 
she was going to move,** Butisa said. 
“She moved, and we didn’t know where 
she moved to. We have no way of tracing 
her. 

"I don’t have a crystal ball, but if we 
had enough of a staff to follow up on 
these things, this case might have been 
averted. At least we might have been 
able to find out if she continued the op¬ 
eration somewhere else.” 

Butisa said statewide cuts of commu¬ 
nity care licensing staffs were made this 
July. He now has 20 workers assigned to 
cover 4,182 licensed daycare facilities in 
the four counties and to field complaints 
on the countless unlicensed facilities. 

“We have to take a look at all the 
agencies involved in this field and talk of 
change.” he said. “We need a sufficient 
staff. The cuts were made to save money, 
but we’re losing in the long run.” 

Butisa said a law that went into effect 
this year might have helped avert the 
situation in Clayton if it had been on the 
books in 1978. 

The law requires that all complaints 
of injuries suffered at daycare facilities 
be reported to the Social Service Depart¬ 
ment, which must alert police, who must 
contact the district attorney. 

In 1978, the state received a com¬ 
plaint from the parent of a Concord 
woman whose son experienced chest pain 
after being in Nathan’s care. Since the 
injury was not believed to be serious, the 
state did not pursue the matter. 

Butisa and other state officials con¬ 
tend the state can do only so much to 
ensure the safety of children in daycare 
facilities, and that parents have primary 
responsibility. 







Bail reduction denied 

MARTINEZ — A Municipal Court judge 
today denied a motion to reduce the bail 
from $250^000 to $100,000 for Eleanor **Lau- 
rie” NathanT^o is charged with murd^hg 
15ne CMliband-afcusing 20 others. 

Nathan pleaded innocent to the charges 
during the bail reduction hearing in Mt. Dia¬ 
blo Municipal Court. 

Judge Ellen Sickles James* decision not 
to reduce the bail prompted a sigh of relief 
from several parents of the children who 
allegedly were abused while at Nathan’s day¬ 
care home in Clayton. 

But the judge said she may reconsider the 
bail — which was set when Nathan was 
arrested Nov. 30 — at a Jan. 18 preliminary 
hearing in Concord. 

The court file on Nathan’s case contains a 
sordid account of the alleged physical and 
mental tormenting by Nathan of children 
between 11 months and 7 years old. 

The crimes allegedly occurred between 
1979 and September of this year. Eleven- 
month-old Mathew Cromwell of Pittsburg 
died March 31 from a blow to his abdomen. 





Child abuse 
counts added 

By Bob Loomis , ^ 

Tribune Slatt Wilier , 

CONCORD — Eighteen addi¬ 
tional charges of child abuse 
were filed Monday against Clay¬ 
ton day-care- operator Eleano r 
(LaurieJImthai^d a Municipal 
CourTh^ring that was closed to 
the press and public was held.. 

Witnesses testifying Monday 
included the parents of an 11- 
month-old boy whom Nathan, 33, 
is accused of murderiijg. / 

Under an an^ijded con^laint 

See CHILD, Page B-2 
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Day-care operator 
claims jail abuse 

By Steve Lopez 

Tribune Staff Writer 

MARTINEZ — The attorney for an unli¬ 
censed Clayton day-care provider accused of 
murdering one child and harming 38 others has 
filed a complaint that the suspect is being cruelly 
and harshly treated in jail. 

Edward Merrill filed an action in Contra 
Costa Superior Court seeking to have Eleanor 
Nathan pijlced in the county jail’s medical mod¬ 
ule. TTathan has bedn in the women’s section of 
the jail, where Merrill claims she was harrassed 
“by some pretty rough womep*’ and isolated at 
times without privileges afforded other pretrial 
inmates. 

See JAIL, Page C-2 
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Child care trial to open 

MARTINEZ — Eleanor Clat^n, the op¬ 
erator of an unlicensed day care center, will 
appear in Contra Costa County Superior 
Court Wednesday on one charge of murder 
and 33 counts of felony child abuse. 

If convicted she faces 40 years to life in 
prison. 

Mt. Diablo Municipal Court Judge Mark 
Simons ordered Nathan to stand trial after 
hearing testimony from 75 witnesses during 
a preliminary hearing that began Jan. 25. 

Thirteen of the witnesses were children 
ages 4 to 8 years old who had been left at 
Nathan’s day care center in Clayton. 

Nathan has pleaded innocent in the 
March 1981 death of Matthew Cromwell 11- 
month-old son of Concord Police Detective 
Gordon Cromwell. 
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Womaii pleads innocen j 


BPR 22J992 

MARTINEZ — A Clayton woman 
accused of murdering an 11-month- 
old boy and abusing 33 other young¬ 
sters pleaded innocent at her ar¬ 
raignment Wednesday in Contra Cos¬ 
ta Superior Court. 

Judge Richard Arnason set a ten¬ 
tative trial Jate of June 14 foc_Ele.^-_ 
-JiGT-^Mar ieLNa thait) who is being held 
in county jail in lieu of $250,000 bail. 


But defense attorney Edwarcj 
Merrill indicated he probably willl 
not have his case prepared in timti 
because he plans to file several 
motions in the interim. 

A hearing was set for May 7 oii 
Merrill’s expected motion to have 
the case moved to another county 
Merrill is concerned that pretrial 
^publicity might make it difficult t(;j( 
seat an impartial jury here. 

Merrill also requested that Ar J 


to child abuse charges 


nason seal the transcripts of the pre¬ 
liminary hearing in the case, which 
ended last week in Municipal Court 
with a ruling that Nathan be tried in 
Superior Court. Arnason said he will 
read the voluminous transcript, 
which includes testimony from 62 
adults and 13 children, before ruling. 

Arnason said he will consider 
Merrill’s motions to try some of the 
charges separately, and to dismiss 


the whole case, after the May 7 hear¬ 
ing. 

The crimes allegedly took place 
between 1979 and 1981, while the 
children were m Nathan’s care at her 
unlicensed day p<re home in Clayton. 

Matthew Croi^ell of Pittsburg 
died March 17, 198from a blow to 
his stomach. Nathan Was arrested in 
November after polic^^octors and 

See ABUSE, Page C-2 




ContintiQd from Page C-1 
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social worker^ pieced together 
evidence in several injury cases 
and determined that Nathan was 
linked to all of them. 

Children in Nathan’s care have 
told investigators they were 
treated in a bizarre, regimental 


fashion, often deprived of food, 
water and bathroom privileges. 
They also claim Nathan regular- 
ly kicked, punched and poked 
them as disciplinary measures. 

Five children required hospi¬ 
talization and several were un¬ 
der the care of psychiatrists. 




I rial day care 
operator moved 

MARTINEZ — The tjiaLof Clayton day care 
provider ^lea.qpx -MadCffthj^n charges of 

murder and child abuse has-been nwved to Sacra¬ 
mento County. odtra 

Contra Costa Superior Court Judge Richard 
Arnason ruled Friday that Nathan’s cafe has bffn 
the subject of such widespread publicity that it is 

impossible to find jurors without preconceived 
notions about it. v.uiitcivea 

The 35-year-old Nathan was to go to trial 
^<^<^“sed of murdering an 11- 
month-old Pittsburg boy and abusing 32 other 
children in her care between 1979 and 1981. 

Nathan was not licensed to provide day care, 
doctors, social workers and investi- 
f/il connecting injury cases to Nathan 

fin «ve children were hospital¬ 

ized for treatment. 

ach iUn to his stom¬ 

ach and one child is permanently blind in his right 
eye. 

district attorney’s office contends Na- 
than employed a bizarre, regimental form of 
discipline using physical and emotional battery 

water K ‘‘opriving children of food 

water and bathroom privileges. 






A sickness not understood 

He was not quite 2 years old when he was 
nearly strangled. As he lay in the hospital bed» 
‘the whole thing still was a mystery. 

At first, they wanted to believe it was some¬ 
thing other than an attempted strangulation, 
even though the broken blood vessels in his face 
indicated it was. It was too unconscionable. Who 
could be sick enough to choke a child? 

The boy recovered, and as he did, the pieces 
began falling intx) place. The child was just a 
small part of a much larger horror story. Police 
believe they found a link between him and other 
children who had been treated in hospitals. An 
11-month-old boy was dead. The victims ranged 
from that age up to T^years^ 

Eleanor Marie Nathan ^f Clayton was ar- 
re,srea'T35t-4VJevemb(^and later was charged 
with one murder and S3 counts of child abuse. 
She had operated an unlicensed day care service 
in her impeccably neat, upper-middle-class home 
for two years. 

“S/ie gave you no re^ison to suspect anything/* 
said the mother of the choked child who is now 
2 *^ 2 . “She had such a clever way of presenting 
herself. “ 

The story has surfaced again because of the 
opening of transcripts from the preliminary 
hearing, which was closed to the public. Thirteen 
children took the witness sUnd in a Concord 
court and told how they were kicked in the face, 
punched, choked, denied food and water, denied 
bathroom privileges, forced to stay outdoors in 
inclement weather, and frightened into believing 
they w^ould be punished more severely if they 
told their parents^ 

tion, pleaded innocent. She is scheduled to be 
tried in Sacrainento County in September. The 
case was moved out of Contra Costa County 
because of the anger it stirred. Everyone with a 
child felt a little of the pain. 

“/ understand the majority of the children are 
still seeing therapists/* the mother of the 2 
year-old boy said. "'None of us knows what long¬ 
term effects there might be. My child is fine 
physically, but he's very aggressive and when he 
gets mad at people he chokes them, just like he 
was choked. We don't know for sure what it 
means. We just wonder.** 

The significance of the case didn't really sink 
in when, as a reporter, I wrote the first story 
about it last year, I just acted on instinct, sifting 
through sordid details in a court file that con¬ 
tained police and medical records and tran¬ 
scripts of interviews with the victims. Parents 
alleged that Nathan always passed the injuries 
off as minor bumps incurred in the course of 
normal play. 

I went home and looked at my children, and I 
felt numb to think that children as innocent as 
they were involved in the horror I just wrote 
about. 

The positive aspect of the case is that it made 

















about. 

The positive aspect of the case is that it made 
other parents feel the same way. And at least in 
Contra Costa County, the whole system of child 
abuse prevention and the industry of child care 
was turned upside down to look for better ways 
to ensure the safety of children. 

Some holes w^ere found and patched. But 
people forget too easily, just as they have forgot¬ 
ten that five months ago, 2 V 2 -year-old Tara 
Burke of West Pittsburg was kidnapped from her 
parents’ van w'hile they shopped in a Concord 
store. Her older brother was with her at the time 
and alerted his parents, but it was too late. 

For weeks after that story, parents were 
conscientious about not leaving their children 
unattended. Now, when I go to a store, I see 
carloads of children unattended in parking lots, 
or roaming without supervision in stores. It re¬ 
minds me that Tara Burke still is missing. 

“We have to learn from these things/* said 
the mother of the boy who was choked. “I'm sure 

lot of parents lookiat the Nathan case and say 
they would have been aware of what was hap¬ 
pening if their child were involved. But we didn't 
miss the boat. This was a one in a million case. I 
went and checked out the house and talked to 
l^urie before taking my child there. We had 
guilt feelings about this at first but I think most 
of the parents involved in it now realize nobody 
would have been capable of recognizing (the 
dangers). ’ 

The whole focus of the child abuse case has 
been on Laurie Nathan, an enigmatic woman. 
But whether she’s guilty or not, the case really is 
not about her any longer. 

It’s about how w’e have become a bit more 
suspicious of each other and a bit more distant. 

It’s about one verv clear message — the 
safety of children is the responsibility of parents. 
The use of day care is inevitable today. Most 
services are good. It’s up to the parents to find 
the good ones, and keep checking them. 

It's about a child who didn’t live a full year, 
and more than 30 others w’ho had their minds 
twisted. 

It’s about a sickness we don’t understand and 
can t really do anything about. And it’s a mes¬ 
sage to everyone who ever thought, “It wouldn’t 
happen to me and my children.” 

All the people involved in this case thought 
the same thing. 

Local columnist Steve Lopez writes on 
Wednesdays and Fridays and on alternate Mon¬ 
days. 




QhM abifie jury picked 

jury was selected in Sacramento County Superior 
Court Tuesday for the murder-child abuse t^ of 

fZ.kr dSiare canter operator Eleanor Nathan of 

‘^'^^Owning argntnents were scheduled lor today^ 
Kan 37 is accused of murdering 11-month- 
old MalSew Somwell of Pittsburg, who had been 

Sifabo^S accused of hitting, kicking, choking 
and otherwise mistreaUng several other children 
left under in her care. 




Mut:cl^;|rial starts 
for babf sitter 

By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribuna Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Eleanor 
“Lori” Nathai) became a ''ruthless 
tyrant’^ as soon as the doors of her 
home were shut behind unsuspecting 
parents, prosecutor L. Douglas Pipes 
declared Wednesday in opening his 
murder and child-abuse case against 
the Clayton day-care operator. 

Nathan, 36, is accused of mur¬ 
dering 11-month-old Matthew Crom¬ 
well in March 1981 with a blow to 
the stomach. She is also accused of 
mayhem in connection with the par¬ 
tial blinding of another boy, and of 
abusing 30 otheV children. 

Nathan, who iKbeing defended by 
Danville attorney SJcJward L. Merrill, 
has pleaded innocent\to tail charges. 

See TRIaU Page C-13 
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At her requeH,^ yhe case 
was transferrea to Sac¬ 
ramento County Superi¬ 
or Court because of the 
pretrial publicity in 
Contra Costa County. 

Pipes, a deputy dis- 


KTWC 

trict attorney for the 
Eastbay county, called 
the case a “human hor¬ 
ror story.” He said six 
Contra Costa children, 
from infants to children 
7 years old, were hospi¬ 
talized for similar 


“blunt tr.‘ 


while in 
Nathai 
ba by-si tfi 
working | 
family h 
1973 and 
San Frafi 


injunes 


^ athan’s care, 
operated 
I services for 
irents in her 
ne between 
975 in South 
pco; between 


1975 and 1979 in Cor- tims or witnesses will 
cord, and between 1979 be called to testify dur- 
and 1981 in Clayton. She ing the trial, which is 
and her husband. May- expected to last several 
nard, have one child, months. Some 45 par- 
12-year-old Michelle. ents and a dozen doc- 

Pipes said 22 children tors and investigators 
who were alleged vie- also will testify. 


Concord policeman 
Gordon Cromwell, the 
dead boy’s father, is the 
first scheduled witness 
when testimony begins 
today. 












Mother of dead child 
testifies in murder trial 


By Bethany Korwin-PawlowsHa ^ 
Tribune Stafi Writer ’’ ‘ ^ 

SACRAMENTO — Kathleen 
Cromwell, a young Pittsburg mother 
testifying Thursday at the murder 
trial of her Clayton baby sitter, 
sobbed in court as she identified a 
photograph of her baby and the blue 
and red pajamas he was wearing the 
day he was killed. 

The baby sitter, Elea nor Mane^ 
Nathan) is accused' of killing TT- 
^-monttMld Matthew Cromwell with a 
blow to the stomach in March 1981. 


Nathan, 36, who operated day¬ 
care centers for nine years in the 
Bay Area, is also charged with par¬ 
tially blinding a child and abusing or 
neglecting 30 others under her care 
in Contra Costa County between 1975 
and 1981. 

The prosecution case contends 
that Nathan, who has a 12-year-old 
daughter, disciplined very small chil¬ 
dren entrusted i& her care by punch¬ 
ing, violently shaking, , kicking and 

See MOTHER, Page C-2 
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choking them and^denying them food 
or water. \ 

Under questioning from Contra 
Costa County prosecutor L. Douglas 
Pipes, Cromwell, 26, and her hus¬ 
band, Gordon, 30, both told the jury 
that Matthew was “healthy, happy 
and playing** before he went to Na¬ 
than’s home on March 17, 1981. 

But later that day, when Kathy 
Cromwell picked her baby up after 
work, she said, he looked ill. 

“He didn’t seem to recognize 


suoTssnosip uo ;jodaj 
siuasajdaj -‘janjisjur <?pm Tims tuvcj 
me,** Cromwell said. “He didn’t put 
his arms out and want me to hold 
him like he always did.*’ She said his 
eyes were rolling back in his head 
and his breathing made a “clicking 
sound.** 

Matthew Cromwell died the next 
day, 10 days short of his first birth¬ 
day, at Children’s Hospital in Oak¬ 
land of internal injuries. 

The trial before Superior Court 
Judge Ronald W. Tochterman re¬ 
sumes on Monday. It was moved to 
Sacramento because of pretrial pub¬ 
licity in Contra Costa County. 
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Girl testifies how 
sitter choked her 

By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska^J-T ’ 

Tribune Staff Writer 'ftM 


SACRAMENTO — Putting both hands around 
her neck with thumbs pressed inward. 10-year-oId 
Julia Cosmides showed the jury how her baby sit- 
ter sllegedly choked her seven years ago 

Nervous and subdued, the San Mateo fifth- 
grader testified Thursday in the child abuse and 
murder trial of Eleanor Marie Nathan'. 

Cosmides, wlo~“spent 10~l?ours ^day, five 
days a week in Nathan’s care between 1974 and 
1975. said “everytime I had a (bowel movement). 
Lori (Nathan) would choke me.” 


Nathan is on trial charged with abusing 32 
Contra Costa County children, one of whom died 
and one of whom was blinded in one eye. 

Under cross-examination by defense attorney 
Edward L. Merrill of Danville. Cosmides said she 
didn t know why” Nathan choked her. 

When Cosmides was 3 years old, her mother 
put her into Nathan’s care while she worked as a 
public health nurse. Mary Cosmides, 43. who is 
now an assistant administrator in the state De¬ 
partment of Health, said in court that her daugh¬ 
ter had told her that Nathan choked her and was 
mean, “but I guess I didn’t quite believe it.” 

After Julia had surgery for a damaged pan¬ 
creas, her mother took her and her sister out of 
Nathan’s care. 

Although Nathan was niit charged with abus- 
ing Cosmides, Contra Costa ^ur/ty prosecutor L. 


See CHOKE, Page C-2 




Douglas Pipes succeMully peii- 
tioned Sacramento^ Superior 
Court Judge Ronald W. Tochter- 
man to allow the girl to testify 
so that the prosecution could 
demonstrate “a pattern of 
abuse” throughout Nathan’s nine 
years as a Bay Area baby sitter. 

Nathan, who is married and 
has a 12-year-old daughter, has 
pleaded innocent to all charges. 

Mark LeClerc, a Walnut Creek 
pediatrician, told the nine-wom¬ 
an, three-man jury that a patient 
of his, 15-mont*h-old Michael 
Gausman. spent 19 days in the 
hospital in September 1981 for 
severe abdominal injuries that 
were similar to those that killed 
11-month-old Matthew Cromwell 
six months before. Both infants 
were cared for by Nathan while 
their parents worked. 

Testimony for the prosecution 
is scheduled to resume Tuesday. 



First children testify 
in baby sitter’s trial 


By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Oakland Tribune/Eastbay TODAY 

SACRAMENTO — Two young 
brothers testified Wednesday 
that Eleanor Marie Natharf) hit 
them during “the ttme she was 
their baby sitter between 1976 
and 1979 in Concord, but both 
were uncertain about details of 
the alleged abuse. 

Ryan and Kevin Miller of 
Pittsburg were the first of 32 
children whom Nathan is ac¬ 
cused of abusing to testify in the 
murder-by-abuse trial. 

“Sometimes she’d kick me and 
sometimes she’d push me/* said 
Ryan Miller, 9. “I think she hit 
me with this,” he added, showing 
a fist. 

Nathan, 37. stared at the 
young witness as he testified. 
Twenty-two of the children alleg¬ 
edly abused by Nathan are ex¬ 
pected to face her from the wit¬ 
ness stand during her trial for 
murder, mayhem and child 
abuse. 

Nathan is accused of killing 
11-month-old Matthew Crom- 
w’^ell, who died in March 1981 of 
an injury that severed his intes¬ 
tine, and of mayhem in the par¬ 
tial blinding of another child. 


“Did you ever see her abuse 
any other children?*’ prosecutor 
L. Douglas Pipes asked Ryan 
Miller. 

“Only the little babies,*’ the 9- 
year-old said. 

After an hour on the witness 
stand. Miller began to fidget. The 
youngster seemed tired and 
some of his answers became con¬ 
fused. When Pipes asked him 
why he was afraid of Nathan, he 
said, “There would be an owl in 
the kitchen and looking up would 
make you dizzy. And she (Na¬ 
than) would be there moving 
faster than before.*’ 

“Would she hurt you in the 
kitchen?” Pipes asked. Miller 
said, “Yes, and when you walked 
in the door.*’ 

But under cross-examination 
by Merrill, Miller said he “didn’t 
remember** how Nathan hit him 
and that he hadn’t seen her hit, 
choke or kick another child. 

Nathan allegedly blackened 
Ryan Miller’s eye in 1979, after 
which his parents. Gary and Lin¬ 
da Miller, took their sons out of 
Nathan’s day-care operation, but 
they didn’t report the incident to 
police until two years later. 




toother of bli 

By Bethany Korwiri-Pawlowaka 

Oakland Tribune/Eaatbay TODAY 

SACRAMENTO — A mother whose 
two children stayed ifl_Eleanor Nath^s 
Clayton day care in 1980 and 198I~teSti- 
fied Wednesday that her 9-month-old son 
was blinded in his right eye as the result 
of injuries that caused bleeding in his 
brain and retina. 

Although both of Joan McCarty’s chil¬ 
dren apparently received repeated, unex¬ 
plained injuries while in Nathan’s care, 
she testified that she took her daughter 
Kelly, who was 2, and her son Darren 
back to the babysitter’s even after they 
both showed signs of being neglected and 
abused. 

McCarty also testified that she with¬ 
held Nathan’s identity from child protec¬ 
tive workers in the first of two investiga¬ 
tions into alleged abuse of Darren. 

L. Douglas Pipes, the Contra Costa 


ded child testifies at trial' 
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(> 

County deputy district attorney prosecut- 
> ing the murder and child abuse trial here 
Jon a change of venue, contended that 
j Nathan, 36, acted like a caring baby sit- 
■ter to parents but turned into a tyrant 
‘When left alone with their children. 

Nathan, whose trial opened Septem¬ 
ber 15, is charged with murder in the 
death of 11-month-old Matthew Cromwell 
of Pittsburg, with mayhem in the partial 
blinding of the McCarty baby and with 
.multiple counts of abusing and endanger- 
fing 30 other children left in her charge 
‘between 1975 and 1981. 

McCarty, who with her family moved 
from Concord to Loomis in Placer County 
in June, said she agreed to pay Nathan 
$70 a week to keep and feed Kelly and 
Darren for about nine hours per day, five 
days a week, at times between May 1980 
'and August 1981. 

After Darren was hospitalized for the 


'first time in 1980, she kept the infant 
home for six months. 

It was a few weeks after the child 
(came home from the hospital that she 
(noticed “his eye beginning to drift to- 
iwards the outside.’’ She said she also 
Noticed Darren’s impaired vision caused 
problems when the baby began to walk at 
13 months. 

Her daughter suffered cuts on her 
tongue, vomiting, broken blood vessels in 
her face, a swollen stomach and bruises 
her neck right below the ears, she 
id. 

Child protective services investigated 
Jie family after Darren was hospitalized 
f^ith tramautic injuries and the hemmor- 
ages in 1980 and again in 1981. 












Neighbors 

By Virgil Meibert - a* 

Tribune Staff Writer \J ^ ^ ' 

SACRAMENTO - A former 
neighbor and neighborhood children 
rallied to the defense of accused 
child abuser Eleano r Nathan) 
Wednesday, telling a jurjTIierii? th^y 
saw no evidence of her ever physi¬ 
cally harming youngsters in her Con¬ 
cord day care center. 

Asked whether she detected any¬ 
thing unusual about the behavior of 
the children Nathan was baby sitting, 
Gini Roberti answered: 

“I wouldn’t say there was any¬ 
thing unusual. I would say they were 
very orderly, very well behaved.” 

The prosecution is attempting to 
show children under Nathan’s care 
lived in terror of her authoritarian 


test/f/ for 

discipline and were punched, choked 
and poked in the eyes for unruly 
behavior. 

Nathan, 37, is charged with one 
count of murder in the death of 11- 
month-old Matthew Cromwell of 
Pittsburg, one count of mayhem in 
the partial blindness of another baby, 
and 33 counts of child abuse. She 
faces 40 years to life in prison if 
convicted. 

The trial was transferred to Sac¬ 
ramento on a venue change request 
by her attorneys because of wide¬ 
spread publicity about the case in the 
Eastbay. 

During two months of prosecution 
testimony, 16 youngsters told of not 
only repeated instances of physical 
abuse but of being deprived of food, 


accused child abuser 


water and bathroom privileges if 

i they displeased Nathan. 

Attorney Edward Merrill, who 
was in the third day of presenting the 
defense’s case Wednesday, sought to 
counter the accusations with a string 
I of witnesses who were frequent visi- 
I tors at Nathan’s Rockne Drive home 
[in Concord. 

f Roberti, who lived across the 
j street, said she was a friend of Na- 
I than’s and usually dropped by for 10- 
or 15-minute visits at least twice a 
week. She said she never saw Nathan 
even spank unruly children. If chil¬ 
dren were quarreling, she said, Na¬ 
than would merely separate them 
and make them stand aside. 

She added that in the four years 
she visited the Nathan home, she 


considered the behavior of the chil¬ 
dren “typical” and thought them al¬ 
ways “well-mannered and orderly.” 

Five other witnesses Wednesday, 
including Roberti’s 9-year-old daugh¬ 
ter Shannon, all agreed that they 
never saw Nathan physically abuse 
any of the children. 

Also testifying Wednesday were 
Mrs. June Munro and her son, Rob¬ 
ert, 9. 

Munro, a pre-school teacher her¬ 
self at the Walnut Avenue Communi¬ 
ty Church pre-school in Walnut 
Creek, said she left Robert in Na¬ 
than’s care every week day for more 
than a year and saw no signs of phys¬ 
ical abuse to him. She said he also I 
never complained of not being fed. 




IS** baby 

By Bflhany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTO - Baby sitter 
eanor Marie Nathan} on trial here for 
murder and ^TTfld abuse, testified 
Tuesday in her defense that she’d 
cared for approximately 400 children 
in nine years of child care. 

Nathan is accused of felony abuse 
of 32 Contra Costa County children, 
one of whom died of internal inju¬ 
ries. Another child lost sight in one 
eye as the result of an injury. 

Nathan , 36, said she first opened 
a,child care center in her South San 
Francisco home in 1972 because, “I 
enjoyed being around children.” 

The defendant laughed self-con¬ 
sciously as she said she’d earned a 
Presno State University degree in 
“child development” in 1970. She 
gave birth that same year to a 
daughter, Michelle, now 12 years old, 
who testified at her mother’s trial 


sitter cared fol’ 400 children 


Monday and Tuesday. 

The trial, now in its third month, 
was moved here from Contra Costa 
County because of pretrial publicity. 

The prosecution contended that 
Nathan imposed severe discipline by 
systematically denying both food and 
bathroom privileges to her charges, 
as well as inflicting injuries by shak¬ 
ing and stomping infants in her care. 

One of the children Nathan cared 
for in Clayton, 11-month-old Mathew 
Cromwell, died in March 1981 of in¬ 
ternal injuries. Nathan was arrested 
in September last year. 

Nathan said she found the two- 
story apartment in South San Fran¬ 
cisco hard to supervise as a day care 
center and chose her two subsequent 
homes in Concord, on Rockne Drive 
between 1975 and 1979, and in Clay¬ 
ton, on Mt. Whitney Drive between 
1979 and 1981, for a layout that ena¬ 
bled her “to keep the kids closely 




supervised.” 

Under questioning by her attor- 
fney, Edward L. Merrill of Danville, 
Nathan said she adhered to basically 
[the same routine in all three baby- 
1 sitting operations: giving morning 
[and afternoon snacks in addition to 
[regular meals, scheduling play time 
'and naps, and grooming the children, 

Nathan said she disciplined the 
children only for “poking or punching 
each other or for being loud and dis¬ 
ruptive.” At such times, she said, “I 
told them (to sit on the floor and) to 
keep their legs out straight in front 
1 of them and to keep their hands to 
themselves. 

Michelle Nathan testified that her 
mother made no rules forbidding the 
^children to have either bowel move¬ 
ments or food. She said the children 
I were disciplined by having to sit 
I motionless on the floor “only for a 
little while.” 



Baby sitter tells of c 


By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTO — In her second 
day of testimony here, Eleanor Mar- 
Nathan, a baby sitter charged with 
murder and child abuse, described 
Wednesday several accidental inju¬ 
ries that happened in her Concord 
and Clayton homes between 1975 and 
1981 to some of the 32 children she is 
on trial for abusing. 

Two-year-old Richard Whelan 
was standing on the couch playing 
with toys in the den, and fell back¬ 
wards and hit his head on the floor, 
Nathan said. Michael Gausman, 
probably got bruises on the abdomen, 
she said, from “a push toy he’d been 


playing with all week.” 

In the case of Gausman, who was 
blinded in one eye, and four of the 
other children, Nathan said, neither 
she nor the parents knew where the 
injuries had occurred. 

Eleven-month-old Mathew Crom¬ 
well; 3*/^-year-old Jeffery Martini; 
Gausmman; Whelan, and Darren Mc¬ 
Carty were hospitalized for traumat¬ 
ic injuries. Cromwell died in March 
1981 and Nathan is charged with his 
murder. She is charged with child 
abuse ‘‘with great bodily injury” in 
his death and the injuries to Gausm¬ 
man, Martini, Whelan, McCarty and 
2-year-old Douglas Lodder. She has 
pleaded innocent. 


ildren’s accidents 


I The parents of Lodder, McCarty, 
land another boy, Darren Sch^at. 
were investigated by Child Protec¬ 
tive Service workers in August and 
September of 1981. Nathan said that 
Betty Schaat told her, “that the doc¬ 
tor who checked Darren out had 
t turned her (Schaat) in because he 
i said Darren had strangulation marks 
jon his neck.” Nathan said neither .she 
' nor Schaat had seen anv marks- 
+ On Sept 22, 1981, after Nathan 
was visited by investigators, Schaat 
and another woman stood outside her 
=^'house in Clayton7 warning parents 
picking up their children ‘‘not to 
.bring any more children to my home 
fas I was someone who was abusing 


children.” 

“It upset the parents and it upset 
me,” Nathan said. 

Two days later the baby-sitting 
operation was closed and Nathan 
was arrested. 

As Nathan’s defense attorney, Ed¬ 
ward L. Merrill of Danville, read an 
alphabetical list of children’s names, 
he asked, “Did you hit, punch, poke 
in the eye or otherwise abuse any of 
the following children?” Nathan re¬ 
plied “No” after each name. 

Contra Costa County Deputy Dis¬ 
trict Attorney L. Douglas Pipes be¬ 
gan cross-examining Nathan a half- 
hour before court adjourned Wednes¬ 
day and will resume today. 






Tax returns used 
in baby death ca^ 

By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTO — The prosecution Thursday 
used old tax returns to portray Eleanor Marie 
^ Contra Costa County baby sitter on 
trial for murder and multiple counts of child 
abuse, as a perjurer. 

Nathan had filed the returns jointly with her 
husband. Maynard, between 1975 and 1980. The 
tax returns pertaining to both the baby-sitting 
service run by Nathan and to her husband’s gour¬ 
met cookware store were seized when the defend¬ 
ant was arrested a year ago. 

She is charged with murder in the 1981 death 
of 11-month-old Mathew Cromwell and with child 
abuse “with great bodily injury * in his death and 
m the injuries to some 32 children under her care 

Nathan. 37, rubbed her eyes repeatedly and 
appeared tired for the first time in three days of 
Icstimony. She calmly admitted to pro.secutor L. 
I>ouglas Pipe s charge that she “knowingly and 
intentionally ’ filed false state and federal tax re¬ 
turns for several years in a row. 

Under cross-examination by Pipe. Nathan j 
said her business steadily increased over the nine 
years that she babysat in South San Francisco, 
Concord and Clayton, but she couldn’t remember 
how much money she actually took in. Nor could 
she recall the names of most of what she said had 
been about 400 children in her care at one time or 
another. 

“If T had kept those records. I would have ; 
had more defense witnesses,” Nathan said. j 

She said her earnings were substantially | 
fetwher than she reported, however. 1 

Nathan rejected Pipe’s statement that the 
first purpose of her operation was to make mon¬ 
ey. She said profit w^as secondary. “I love chil¬ 
dren. I wanted my daughter to have company 
since she was an only child and I didn’t want her 
to be at a baby sitter,” Nathan said. 


Nathan s tax returns showed a top income 
from baby sitting of $6,600 in 1980. Neither the 
defense nor the prosecuting attorney could give 
true figures for the defendant’s actual income. 
Her husbsand s Clayton business, Nathan’s Finest, 
lost money for three years before closing in 1980. 
according to the couple’s tax returns. 

After conferring wMth both prosecuting and 
defense attorneys. Superior Court Judge Ronald 
W. Tochtermant, before whom the trial is being 
held on a change of venue, told the jury that the 
tax information could be considered by them ‘‘for 
the limited purpose that it might tend to show a 
motive for the commission of the crime charged 
or might reflect the defendant’s credibility or 
lack of credibility.” 

After adjournment, Pipe said the false tax 
returns proved Nathan’s motive of ‘‘need and 
greed to commit the crimes. Defense attorney 
Edward L. Merrill said his client had no choice 
but to admit cheating on her taxes. 







By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 


SACRAMENTO - Final ar^ 
ments in the Eleanor_JdarieJ^ ih^ 
murder trial begarTTuesday witlTthe 
prosecution relying heavily on what 
18 child-witnesses testified had hap¬ 
pened to them at the baby sitter’s 
houses in Concord and Clayton. 

The witnesses, ranging in age 
from 5 to 13, said during the course 
of the three-month trial here that 
Nathan either struck them in the 
stomach, choked them or denied 
them food or water while they were 
in her care. 

L. Douglas Pipes, Contra Costa 
County prosecutor, said he will ask 
the jury of nine women and three 


ap up in baby sitter Mai 


men to find Nathan guilty of first- 
degree murder in the 1980 death of 
11-month-old Matthew Cromwell. 

Additionally charged with 33 
counts of child abuse and one count 
of mayhem in the blinding of another 
infant, Nathan, 37, could receive a 
sentence of 25 years to life if con¬ 
victed of first-degree murder. 

The trial was moved here from 
Contra Costa County because of pre¬ 
trial publicity. 

“An average of one child every 
year for the eight years Nathan was 
a baby sitter suffered a major injury 
in the defendant’s home. Pipes said. 
Six of the children Nathan cared for, 
including Matthew Cromwell, were 
hospitalized for similar abdominal 


injuries and two others were hospi> 
talized for brain and eye hemmor- 
hages, he told the jury. 

“All of these children were in 
good health when they were dropped 
off at Mrs. Nathan’s and they were 
all injured by the time they were 
picked up again,” Pipes said. 

The prosecution painted Nathan 
as a severe disciplinarian who used 
cruelty to make children obey her. 

Pipes said that Nathan’s testimo¬ 
ny that her preschool charges suf¬ 
fered injuries in a series of accidents 
while playing was “not believable.” 
The injuries, he said, were too fre¬ 
quent, too similar and too severe. 

The prosecution’s final arguments 
were to continue today. 




Prosecution ending 
in baby sitter case 


By Bethany Korwin-Pawiowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTOl— Baby sitter El- 
^no^Mar ie Na than^ guilty dTTtf^ 
degree murder beTraruse she tortured 
an infant to death through neglect 
and abuse, the prosecution said 
Wednesday in the second day of final 
arguments. 

Contra Costa County Deputy Dis¬ 
trict Attorney L. Douglas Pipes also 
argued that Nathan, 37, is guilty of 
the felony abuse of 32 children dur¬ 
ing a five-year period. 

Pipes said Nathan hit, kicked and 
otherwise struck children who were 
too young to tell anyone they were 
being abused. She urged their parents 
not to see a doctor for their chil¬ 
dren’s bruises and other symptoms of 
abuse. Pipes said. 

One infant, 11-month-old Mat¬ 
thew Cromwell, died of internal inju¬ 


ries from a blow to the stomach af¬ 
ter four months in Nathan’s care. 
Pipes said. 

, Cromwell’s parents, Gordon and 
Kathy Cromwell of Pittsburg, who 
testified for the prosecution at the 
start of Nathan’s trial in September, 
sat in the rear of the courtroom as 
Pipes addressed the jury. 

If convicted of first-degree mur¬ 
der. Nathan could be sentenced to 25 
years to life. 

Pipes said Nathan abused the 
children she baby-sat to keep order 
in her Clayton house, where, before 
her arrest in November 1981, she 
kept as many as 25 children at a 
time. Nathan single handedly baby¬ 
sat so many children. Pipes said, be¬ 
cause her husband’s gourmet and 
cookware business was failing. 







Prosecution finishes in baby sitter triai 


By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTO — The prosecution finished 
closing arguments Thursday in the nniurder trial 
of Clayton baby sitter Eleanor Marie Nath^ with 
an earnest denial of the d^endanr^ *TrofTOntion 
that she was the victim of *'a parental lynch 
mob.” 

“This was no follow-the-herd prosecution,” L. 
Douglas Pipes, Contra Costa County deputy dis¬ 
trict attorney told the jury before the court ad¬ 
journed for the Christmas holiday. 

Nathan is on trial for abusing 32 children, 
including 11-month-old Matthew Cromwell, who 


died of injuries last March. 

The parents of all 32 children attended meet¬ 
ings in October, November and December 1981, 
after Nathan’s arrest. 

“There is no evidence that they coordinated 
testimony at the parents’ meetings,” Pipes said. 
“The parents had just learned that they had taken 
their child to a person who maliciously abused 
him. What they wanted was an opportunity to talk 
to someone and get some help.” 

The defense was to begin its closing argu¬ 
ments Monday. The trial is being held in Sacra- I 
mento because of pretrial publicity in the Bay 
Area. 





Defense makes closing plea in trial of baby sitter 


By Bethany f^orwin-Pawlowska 

Tribunt Staff Writer 

SACRAMENTO - The murder 
and child-abuse case against day 
care operator Eleanor Marie^athan 
is based on hihdsiglit by parem^ and 
conflicting testimony from children, 
the defense said in closing arguments 
Tuesday. 

Edward L. Merrill, Nathan’s at¬ 
torney, said testimony in the three- 
month trial failed to prove how, 
when, where or by whom the chil¬ 
dren were injured. 

Nathan is accused of felony abuse 


of 32 children, including an infant 
who died of injuries from a blow to 
the abdomen and another boy who 
lost his sight in one eye. 

About 15 of the children in Na¬ 
than’s care testified for the prose¬ 
cution and Merrill made a point of 
saying he felt sorry for the very 
young witnesses who got “mixed up” 
in their testimony. 

Merrill described one child wit¬ 
ness, 4-year-old Michelle Kirby, as 
“a cute little girl’’ who “obviously 
had no idea what she was talking 
about.” 


Kirby, who was 3 years old when 
INathan was her baby sitter, testified 
on one occasion that she didn’t see 
Nathan “do anything” and on another 
that “once a day” the baby sitter hit 
her and other children. 

Merrill also scoffed at the evi¬ 
dence offered by parents who, he 
said, worked as a “team” to turn 
■what seemed “normal childhood ac¬ 
cidents” into incidents of child abuse. 

When contacted by investigators 
after the death of Matthew Cromwell 
in March 1981, most of the parents 
had “nothing negative to say” about 


Nathan, Merrill said. 

Merrill said one mother, whose 
son was in Nathan’s care for six 
years, stayed friendly to the baby 
sitter until she was arrested in No¬ 
vember 1981. However, once Shirley 
Arendt took the stand for the prose¬ 
cution, Merrill said, she came up 
with an “amazing” list of bruises, 
scratches and other injuries. 

Jury deliberations will begin by 
the end of the week, after a final 
rebuttal by L. Douglas Pipes, deputy 
district attorney, and instructions by 
Judge Ronald W. Tochterman. 




Baby sitter juiy won^rs 
about motive in siaying 


By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 
Tribun* Sla« Writer 

After j:onvicting. Eleanor Mar- 
je Nathan pf murder and child 
ablile;-members of the Sacra¬ 
mento jury are no longer losing 
sleep over their verdict. But they 
are still wondering why the baby 
sitter did it. 

During the four-month trial 
that ended Thursday, a parade of 
young children testified that they 
and others were choked, 

hit and- starved -wliile 

under Nathan’s care between 
1975 and 1981 in Concord and 
later in Clayton. 

Nineteen children testifieo 
against the former day-care op¬ 
erator. 

The treatment accorded at Na¬ 
than's house resulted in the 1981 
death of 11 -month-old Matthew 
Cromwell and the blinding in one 
eye of Darren McCarty at the 


age of 9 months. ” 

The first hurdle they faced, 
said juror John R. Crawford, a 
52-year-old retired Air Force 
employee, "was plain disbelief 
these things could ever happen to 
children.” , . 

But after the tenth day of de¬ 
liberation the jury found that 
Nathan, 37, was guilty of murder 
by torture in the death of the 
Cromwell infant. She faces a 
maximum sentence of 42 years 
to life in prison. 

By the jurors accounts, ine de^ 
liberations, while done methodi¬ 
cally under foreman Patricia 
Kilker, were difficult and caused 
sleepless nights for several and a 
testing of faith in at least one 
man. 

It only took a couple of days ot 
studying the evidence, and Judge 
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Continued from Page ^-1 

Ronald W. Tochtermaa*s instruc¬ 
tions for the jury to ^gree that 
Nathan was guilty. >l^ut it took 
the better part of a week to 
wrestle with the degree of her 
responsibility and to convict her 
of murder, mayhem, 20 counts of 
felony cruelty to children and 12 
counts of misdemeanor abuse. 



called a “pattern of abuse.” One 
juror recalled “the horror” the 
jurors faced in fitting the pieces 
of the case together. 

“Once we got the pattern down, 
we saw that the children who 
were hurt were the ones that 
couldn’t fight back. They were 
the helpless ones. Matthew was 
only 11 months old.” said Barba¬ 
ra S. Darnell, 33, a medical bill¬ 
ing clerk. 

“What could Matthew have 
done to provoke the injury (that 
killed him)?” asked Darnell. 

Another juror said the evi¬ 
dence that Nathan didn’t feed the 
children and poked them proved 
“the method that she used to get 
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the order that she required,” 
while caring for as many as 25 
children at a time single-handed- 

ly- 

Jurors declined to say how 
many of them at first favored a 
second degree conviction, which 
both prosecution and defense at¬ 
torneys said they had expected. 

But one juror. Forrest Neff, a 
47-year-old electrician who was 
Mie 

verdict, said he prayed Wednes^ 
day night at home and was 
“guided” to reconsider the evi¬ 
dence that Nathan failed to sum¬ 
mon help for the Cromwell boy 
when he was injured. 

On Thursday the jury handed 
down the verdicts, including ac¬ 
quittal on two child abuse 
charges. 

Medical testimony offered by 
the prosecution filled in the pat¬ 
tern, jurors said. Doctors saidthat 
abdominal injuries in several 
children, including the Cromwell 
child were similar. 

Of the worst injuries, which 
put eight children in the hospital, 
said Jackie Laeber, 33, a claims 


representative for the Social Se¬ 
curity Administration, “It was 
quite strange that they would 
happen in one home.” 

But understanding Nathan 
proved more difficult than un¬ 
derstanding the evidence or the 
fine points of the law, said the 
jurors. Nathan is .^parried with a 
12-year-old daughter and holds a 
Fresno State University degree 
^^hild development 

Several . jufar.s said they 
thought the defense lawyers 
might have used ‘psychiatric tes¬ 
timony to explain the injuries, 
rather than maintaining, as they 
did, that the injuries were all ac¬ 
cidental. 

“I think she would have been 
better off saying she didn’t know 
w^hat she was doing or that she 
was just trying to discipline the 
kids,” said Crawford. 

Under oath Nathan emphati¬ 
cally said she was loving toward 
the children in her care. “If she 
w^as so caring, why didn’t she 
quit babysitting when the kids 
kept getting hurt?,” asked Dar¬ 
nell. 







Verdict based 
on evidence 
of torture 

I 

By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer 

^ SACRAMENTO — Eleanor Marie 
^^than, a baby sitter in Concord'aHd 
Ctaytbn for six years, was found 
guilty Thursday of first-degree mur¬ 
der in the death of one of the infants 
left in her care. ^ 

In an atmosphere highly charged [ 
with emotion, the jury pronounced ^ 
Nathan guilty of abusing 30 children, ^ 
but acquitted her of two other 
charges of willful cruelty to a child. ^ 
Nathan, 37, was convicted of felo- 
ny cruelty to 20 children, including 
Matthew Cromwell, the son of a Con- " 
cord policeman. Cromwell died of in- f 
juries from a blow to the abdomen at " 
the age of 11 months. 

Nathan was also convicted of cru- ^ 
elty with great bodily injury in the ^ 
partial blinding of Darren McCarty. ^ 
who was 9 months old when he suf- ^ 
fered a brain and retina hemmor- ^ 
hage from being choked. ^ 

_ Twelve of tbe fe lony abuse 
cnarges were reduce3 by uie juiy lu 
misdemeanor convictions during the 
jury’s 10 days of deliberations. 

Jury forewoman Patricia Kilker 
said in a telephone interview that the 
first degree murder verdict was 
based on evidence that the Cromwell 
infant before his death underwent 
“constant pain and suffering over a 
period of time” that amounted to 
torture. ' ^ < 

At least three jurors cried while 
being polled for the verdicts, which 

See NATHAN, Back page 
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was done^uror l^y^juror after Kilker 
notified the judge that deliberations 
had been slowed by one juror’s unex¬ 
pected “religious experience.” 

Juror Forrest Neff told the other 
jurors Thursday that the night before 
he had a “religious experience” that 
interfered with his ability to render a 
verdict. 

However, in the course of com¬ 
pleting deliberations on the murder 
charge Neff was able to agree with 
the jury majority to convict, accord¬ 
ing to Kilker. 

After the verdicts were rendered, 
the jurors refused to give interviews. 

Nathan, the mother of a 12-year- 
’old daughter and an experience ba¬ 
bysitter who said she had a college 
degree in child development, dis¬ 
played no emotion when the murder 
verdict was announced. 

After the first guilty verdict, Na¬ 
than conferred calmly with her at¬ 
torneys, William Gagan Jr. and Rich¬ 
ard Frankel of Danville. But after 20 
guilty verdicts had rung out, tears 
filled Nathan’s eyes and she fought 
for the control she had maintained 


throughout the four-month trial. 

Nathan faces a maximum sen¬ 
tence of 42 years to life in prison. 

Superior Court Judge Ronald W 
Tochterman set Feb. 10 for sen¬ 
tencing and a ruling on the defense’s 
expected motion for a new trial. The 
trial was held in Sacramento due to 
^ widespread publicity on the case in 
^ Contra Costa County. 

' When the verdicts had all been 
^ delivered, on one side of the court¬ 
room Kathy Cromwell, Matthew’s 
, mother, burst into tears. On the other 
side, Virginia Nathan, the defend- 
iant’s mother-in-law who attended 
jmost of the long trial with her hus- 
Iband, bent her head and sobbed 
noiselessly. 

Maynard Nathan, the defendant’s 
husband, hastily left the courtroom 
as soon as the murder conviction was 
heard. 

Defense attorney Gagan said that 
one basis for the new trial motion 
would be Tochterman’s failure to 
separate the murder charge from the 
child abuse and endangerment 
, harges, which he said prejudiced the 
lurors’ decisions. 




The prosecution used the large 
number of injuries — and two other 
ca.ses of alleged child abuse by Na¬ 
than in San Mateo County in 1975 — 
to show what Deputy District Attor¬ 
ney L. Douglas Pipes called a “pat¬ 
tern of abuse.” 

The innocent verdict on two 
charges, both defense and prosecu¬ 
tion agreed, was likely the result of 
lack of evidence. 

Attorneys for both sides also said 
they were “surprised” by the first 
degree murder conviction because 
they had anticipated that the jury 
would bring back a second degree 
murder conviction on the evidence, 
much of which was circumstantial. 

Nathan had denied all the charges 
against her. 

Pipes said at a press conference 
that six families, including the Crom¬ 
wells, who had left their children at 
Nathan’s house and were investigat¬ 
ed for child abuse after their chil¬ 
dren were hospitalized for injuries 
had been “vindicated” by the verdict. 

Parents of abused children who 
were in court to hear the jury’s ver¬ 


dict afterwards spoke mostly of “re¬ 
lief that it’s over.” 

Betty Schaat of Clayton, the 
mother of Darren Schaat whose hos¬ 
pitalization in August 1981 broke the 
child abuse case for Contra Costa 
County authorities, said she wasn’t 
angry anymore. 

Schaat said of Nathan, “She was 
a neighbor who I considered a friend 
for three and a half years. If she 
could fool me, she could fool any- 

The initial investigation by the 
Pittsburg police department into the 
March 1981 death of Matthew Crom¬ 
well stalled after six months, but 
was reopened after the Schaat in¬ 
fant’s hospitalization for injuries 
from choking. 

Nathan’s unlicensed day care op¬ 
eration was shut down in September 
1981 because of a series of reported 
injuries among the 25 children she 
cared for single-handedly. She was 
arrested in December 1981 after she 
went to work at a food processing 
plant and has been in jail since that 
time in lieu of $250,000 bail. 
















Court to hear 
to sentencing 

By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune Staff Writer "I 

Before being sentenced for first- 
degree murder and multiple counts 
of child abuse, baby sitter Eleanor 
M^ie Nathan^Will hear some of her 
former clients describe the conse¬ 
quences of their children’s injuries. 

A specially extended sentencing 
hearing starts today in Sacramento 
County Superior Court, where Na¬ 
than was convicted by a jury last 

month-old Matthew Cromwell. 

The Cromwell child died of in¬ 
juries from a blow to the abdomen 
and six other children in Nathan’s 
care were hospitalized with similar 
injuries. 

Nathan, 37, was also found guilty 
of 20 counts of felony child abuse 
and 12 counts of misdemeanor child 
abuse, all stemming from her six 
years as a baby sitter in Contra Cos¬ 
ta County. 

One of the children who was in- 


parents prior 
baby killer 

jured, Justin Carrillo, still needs psy¬ 
chological counseling, partly because 
when he gets frustrated he tries to 
choke others as he was choked by 
Nathan, said his mother, Cassi Car¬ 
rillo of Concord. Carrillo planned to 
tell Judge Ronald W. Tochterman 
that she is still “very concerned for 
my children’s safety.’’ 

After being abused, both Justin 
and his younger brother, Cameron, 
expressed “strange fears” of adults 
ana. ospaciallv-i^teODle with lone dark 
hair like Nathan’s. Carrillo said. 

Mike and Debbi Klein of Pitts¬ 
burg could describe how their son 
Jared, the older of two Klein broth¬ 
ers Nathan cared for. still has devel¬ 
opmental problems with language 
and motor ability arising from his 
treatment during two years in Na¬ 
than’s day care. 

Witnesses at the trial said that 
Nathan enforced rigid discipline in 
her home by choking, shaking, hitting 
and kicking her young charges. 











Baby sitter 

By Bethany Korwin-Pawlowska 

Tribune staff Writer J 

liu- 

SACRAMENTO —JEleanor Marie 
Nathan Teceived a sentence of 44 
yearst^life in prison Thursday for 
the T9B1 murder of infant Matthew 
Cromwell, blinding another baby and 
abusing 29 other children during a 
span of five years while running a 
child care service in Contra Costa 
County. 

Sacramento County Superior 
Court Judge Ronald W. Tochterman 
said he imposed the maxium sen¬ 
tence because Nathan’s crimes “in¬ 
volved great violence, great bodily 
injury, cruelty, viciousness and cal¬ 
lousness.” 

♦The judge denied a motion for a 


sentenced td 44 years 


new trial by defense attorneys Wil¬ 
liam Gagan Jr. and Richard Frankel, 
and refused to release Nathan, 37, on 
i)ail while her appeal is pending. 

“The defendant is deviops, ma¬ 
nipulative and prcne to violence,” 
Tochterman said inldenying bail. 

Nineteen children testified that 
Nathan disciplined tpem by choking, 
kicking, hitting them in the stomach 
and starving them. lOne of the vic¬ 
tims, Darren McCarthy, lost the sight 
in one eye when he was shaken so 
hard he hemorrhaged, according to 
testimony in the three-month trial 
that was switched to Sacramento on 
a change of venue requested by Na¬ 
than’s attorneys. 

Nathan operated an unlicensed 


, y care service between 1975 and 
l981, first in Concord and then in 
1 layton. 

Her attorneys immediately filed 
i n appeal on grounds the evidence 
< Id support the jury’s verdict of 
I rst-degree murder by torture. 

Gagan said the verdict was im- 
roper because the numerous child 
buse charges should have been tried 
jparately from the murder charge. 
»? murder conviction Nathan re- 
leived the legal maximum of 25 
iars to lift. 

sHe didn'X react visibly to the sen¬ 
dee,\nor toXthe earlier statements 
nineX^arent^of .child^victims who 

^ee NATHAN, Back page 
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Nath'an!* mother and her four 
younger sisters from Fresno asked 
for leniency. But Tochterman ruled 
that the sentences for murder and 20 
felony child abuse convictions were 
to run consecutively, totaling 44 
years. 

He imposed county jail terms of 
one year on each of 10 misdemeanor 
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convictions for child abuse, which 
are to be included in the state prison 

Nathan will receive credit for the 
437 days she has been in jail sio^e 
her arrest with an additional 218 
days off for good behavior. 

Nathan will be transported to the 
California Institution for Women at 
Frontera within a week, her attor- 
neys said. 
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i She will be eligible for parole in 
about 22 years, according to Frankel. 

il In an emotional statement during 
t e sentencing hearing, Gordon 

C omwell, the father of the slam 
c lild said, “The emotional trauma of 
r attiiew’s death will never be over- 
Q rne or forgotten. 
j Cromwell said “the sentence my 
^ ife and I consider to be appropriate 


is death. But that is not to be consid¬ 
ered by the court, so we are asking 
for life imprisonment.” 

The judge openly considered im¬ 
posing a sentence of life imprison¬ 
ment without possibility of parole, 
but both defense and prosecution at¬ 
torneys opposed it. 

They said the sentence would go 
beyond usual sentencing practices. 











By The Tribune eteff end newe eervloee 

SACRAMENTO — The 3rd 
District Court of Appeal has up¬ 
held consecutive prison terms 
^for former Eastbay day-care 
h^e operator Eleanor Marie 
Katba^who was convicted of 
KTiiinga child and abusing 30 
children between 1975 and 1981. 

Nathan, 41, was tried in Sac¬ 
ramento where Superior Court 
Judge Ronald W. Tochterman in 
• 1983 sentenced her to consecu¬ 
tive prison terms of 19 years to 
life and 25 years to life. 

She had appealed the sen¬ 
tence, claiming that Tochter¬ 


man erred when he refused to 
disqualify himself when the de¬ 
fense asked him to do so. 

Nathan was convicted of kill¬ 
ing 2-year-old Matthew Crom¬ 
well, blinding 9-month-old Dar¬ 
ren McCarthy in one eye and 
abusing 30 other children while 
running unlicensed day-care 
homes in her home, first in Con¬ 
cord and later in Clayton. 

The appeal court, in a decision 
released Friday, agreed that 
Judge Tochterman should have 
stepped down when Nathan filed 
a peremptory challenge against 
him, but it said the error should 


care case 

have been rectified before the 
trial began. 

To have obuined a reversal, 
the court said, Nathan would 
have to show that she was “de¬ 
prived of a fair trial.” 
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By Th9 Trwwf ttMftandMW mpfio— 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
sUte Supreme Court yesterday 
rejected an appeal by a day-care 
center operator in Contra CosUi 
County who was convicted of 
murdering a child and abusing 
29 others. 

Only Justice Stanley Mosk 
voted to grant a hi^riag on an 
appeal by EleanorCNathan,) who 
is serving 44 years to life in pris¬ 
on for attacks on preschool chil¬ 
dren in her care at centers In 
Concord and Clayton. Four votes 
are needed for a hearing by the 
seven-member court. 

Nathan ran a day-care center 


sme Court r 

for young children from 1972 to 
1981. The earliest incidents in 
the case date from 1977, when 
the center was in Concord; she 
moved to Clayton in April 1979. 

The murder charge involved 
Matthew Cromwell, who was 20 
months old when he was put in 
Nathan’s care five days a week 
in November 1980. He was taken 
, to a hospital by his parents the 
following March with severe ab¬ 
dominal Injuries, diagnosed as 
I having been caused by a blow or 
a fall on a projecting surface, 
j and died that night. 

Nathan was also convicted of 
[ committing mayhem on 21- 


jects Nathau appeal 

pnonU..oU Darren McCa.^. who j| 


shaking or other violent move¬ 
ment. The other convictions 
}wer 0 for child abuse, some in- i i 
volving serious injury in which j 
children were punched, choked, , 
and denied food and water. 

The case was tried in Sacra- j 
mento County because of pub- 
llcity in Contra Costa County. 
Nathan sought to remove Supe¬ 
rior Court Judge Ronald To- 
chterman, a former homicide 
prosecutor in Sacramento, from 
'presiding over the trial, sayingi 
she believed he was prejudicedj 
against her. 

Tochterman refused to stejD 
down, saying Nathan’s requert 
was too late because he had al¬ 
ready decided factual issues ^ 
the case during pretrial proceed 

^¥he 3rd District Court of An 
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solute right under state law to 
challenge him before the trial 

started. , w 

But the appeals court let the 

convictions stand, saying Na¬ 
than had failed to show that she 
was actually denied a fair trial 
or had been harmed by Tochter- 
man’s actions. 

The opinion by Presiding Jus¬ 
tice Robert Puglia said Nathan 
could have immediately ap¬ 
pealed Tochterman’s refusal to 
step down before trial, but had 
failed to do so. Allowing a de¬ 
fendant to bypass that proce¬ 
dure, and later to use the judge s 
actions to reverse a jury verdict, 
would be an “intolerable wind¬ 
fall,’’Puglia said. , „ 

Nathan’s lawyer asked the ou- 
preme Court to review and re¬ 
verse the decision, but the court 










Insurance company settle 
in abused children lawsuit 
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MARTINEZ — A $900,000 
settlement has been reached in a 
civil suit filed on behalf of three 
boys abused by da5r4:ai:gopera- 
tor Eleanor “I^ri”(Nati^ 

Nathan is serving a 44-year- 
to-life prison term for crimes 
against dozens of children who 
had been under her care. 

The suit was filed in June 
1986. The boys, now ages 8, 9 and 
10, were all under age 6 when 
abused by Nathan, said Maja 
Hanks, a San Francisco attorney 
who represented the boys. 

The settlement, approved 
Wednesday by Contra Costa 
County Superior Court Judge 
Wayne Westover, was reached 
with State Farm Insurance un¬ 
der Nathan’s homeowner’s poli¬ 
cy. 

Nathan operated an unli¬ 
censed day care service between 
1975 and 1981, first in Concord, 


then in Clayton. 

Nathan was convicted in 1983 
in the death of 11-month-old 
Matthew Cromwell of Pittsburg, 
who died of a blow to the stom¬ 
ach. She also was convicted of 30 
counts of felony child abuse. 

Nathan is serving her sen¬ 
tence at the California Institu¬ 
tion for Women at Frontera. 

During the trial, children tes¬ 
tified that they were often de¬ 
prived of food, water and bath¬ 
room privileges and that Nathan 
kicked, punched and poked them 
as disciplinary measures. 

The $900,000 will be used to 
purchase annuities for the boys 
and is expected to reach an esti¬ 
mated $2 million in 30 years 
Hanks said. ’ 

She said six to eight other cas¬ 
es were previously settled under 
arrangements with the insur¬ 
ance company that required that 
the terms not be disclosed. 






Parents of day-care children 
file suit against Lori Nelson 

By Ma^iM totlilftlaif 1988 

Th9 Tribune 


MARTINEZ ~ The parents of 
two children wdio attended the 
day-care centen-op^ated by El¬ 
eanor “Lori**/^atha!i )have filed 
suit against ner, charging as¬ 
sault and battery, among other 
allegations. 

Nathan, who operated an un¬ 
licensed day-care service be¬ 
tween 1975 and 1981. first in 
Concord, then in Clayton, is serv¬ 
ing a 44-years-to-life prison 
term for crimes against dozens 
of children who were under her 
care. 

The suit was filed in Contra 
Costa Superior Court by Joan 
McCarty on behalf of Kelly Mc¬ 
Carty, 9, and Darren McCarty. 8. 

The suit also names Nathan’s 
husband. Maynard L. Nathan III. 

According to the suit, the chil¬ 
dren were physically and men¬ 
tally abused in that they were 
hit, choked, kicked, poked and 
shaken, deprived of food, water, 
mobility, sleep, communications 
and medical care, and ware 
threatened with the deprivation 
of these things, often in front of 
other children. 

Kelly McCarty was at the 
Clayton day-care center be¬ 
tween May 1980 and August 
1981. 

Darren McCarty, who atten¬ 
ded the day-care center between 


August 1980 and 1981, was bat¬ 
tered about the head and in the 
area of the right eye. and has 
total visual loss in the right eye, 
according to the suit. 

Both children received bruis¬ 
es, cuts, contusions, muscular 
strains and suffered dehydra¬ 
tion, stomach illnesses, mental 
and emotional distress, anxiety 
and nightmares, the suit says. 

The suit contends that May¬ 
nard Nathan “authorized and ra¬ 
tified” the wrongful acts. 

Lori Nathan was convicted in 
January 1983 of the death of 11- 
month-old Matthew Cromwell of 
Pittsburg, who died of a blow to 
the stomach. 

She also was convicted of 30 
counts of felony child abuse, in¬ 
cluding one count of mayhem on 
Darren McCarty and two counts 
of willful cruelty to a child with 
infliction of great bodily injury 
upon him. 

The suit charges negligent su¬ 
pervision, care and protection, 
intentional infliction of emotion¬ 
al distress, negligence^ of emo¬ 
tional distress, negligent and 
wrongful conduct by Maynard 
Nathan, and premises liability. 

It seeks unspecified monetary 
amounts for general damages, 
special damages for medical and 
incidental expenses and loss of 
earning capacity, exemplary 
damages and attorney’s fees. 





